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OVER THE YEARS  

1966 

Benedict Haulage 

Commences as 

subcontractor to Alltrans 

1967 

Win Forbes Council 

Contract to cart gravel 

1969 

Supply & Deliver 

business developed ex 

Hooker Sands (Rocla) 

1972 

Won cement haulage to 

Hardies ï expanded to 

6 tankers 

1974 

Started fine sand 

deliveries to Readymix 

at Granville 

1975 

Recession Hits ï 

survived by supplying 

Scoria. Lost cement job 

to TNT Alltrans 

1978 

Won sand lease at 

Chipping Norton from 

Public Works Depot 

1982 

Bought Able Dredging 

at Mooney Creek 

1985 

Margaret handed over 

administration to Dana 

1987 

Began Sand removal 

from Port Botany 

Ernest Dupere takes 

over as Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1988 

Sold haulage business 

to subcontractors 

1991 

Acquired Menangle 

Sand & Soil 

1992 

Acquired Warringah 

Gravel & Stone 

1997 

Acquired  Moorebank 

Quarry 

2003 

Mittagong Sands joint 

venture with Rocla 

2005 

Glass Granulates joint 

venture with Visy 

2006 

Appin Sands joint 

venture with Joe Taylor 

Sands 

2007 

Cowra Quartz joint 

venture with Rocla 

2008 

Acquired Chipping 

Norton Site opened 

Benedict Recycling  

2009 

Acquired Rydalmere  

Recycling Transfer 

Station 

2010 

Leased Sandy Point 

Quarry 

2011 

Acquired Alexandria 

Recycling Transfer 

Station 

 

 

First  Fleet 1967 

Head Office 1969 

Todays Fleet 

Todays Loader 

1967 Loader 

Head Office Today 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are impressed by two things when initially meeting Ronald ñBenedictò Smith.  

  

The first is that this Chairman of a multi million dollar company appears an ordinary man with no airs or graces, calls 

a spade a spade and never wastes his words.  

  

 The second thing you notice, or rather ódonôtô notice is that the Chairman of this company is actually 80 years old!  

Ronald ñBenedictò Smith presents as a debonair man with a spring in his step that would rival any 60 year old.  

  

 However, it is indeed Ronôs 80th birthday and this birthday coincides with the 45th anniversary of the company that 

our industry has come to know simply as ñBenedictsò. 

  

In celebration of these two milestones it seems the opportune time to profile the man and the company as both are 

intertwined. 

  

The birth of Benedict commenced in February of ô66. Ron, on Decimal Day 14 February 1966 with his wife Margaret, 

started Benedict Haulage by becoming a sub-contractor to Alltrans however Ronôs ambition was to grow the 

company and after only 12 months he won a major contract with the Shire Council at Forbes which lasted for two 

years.  

  

 As in all business, many highs and lows followed. The subsequent dozen years saw Ron and Margaret doing battle 

for contracts, working long hours and surviving the intense nature of the business only to be plunged into the 

recession of 1975 selling the tip trucks to the drivers.  

  

It was in 1977 that things started to head back up and it was in this year Benedict Haulage had its first incarnation as 

a quarry operator at Chipping Norton when Ron won the sand lease from the Public Works Department. 

  

Who better to elaborate on those first tumultuous years than long time employee and friend Jill Pidgeon.  Jill formed 

her first impression of Benedict when, at the tender age of 19, she was interviewed by Margaret for the position of 

junior office girl. 

  

Jill recalls, ñ I can still remember exactly what Margaret was wearing, she was so smartly dressed in a hounds tooth 

suit sitting in a small and rather ordinary office.  Ron on the other hand was a stern, chain smoking, dustcoat wearing 

man of whom I was more than a little afraidé   

 

As time passed I began to blend not only into the Benedict company but also the Smith family. Margaret opened her 

home and heart and treated me as not just an employee but as a third daughter. I always knew which of  the Smith 

boys may have stepped out of line because one or all of them would pull Saturday duty at the ódepotô.  It was also 

during this time that Dana began cutting her teeth on the family business.ò 
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HO Fire Training 

Dana & Ann 

Jill, Ron & Margaret 

Menangle 

Moorebank Quarry 
1967 Forbes 

Mittagong 

Elke Dee Dredge 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jill remembers the impact the procurement of the Chipping Norton lease had upon the business and how this would 

help to progress Benedict Haulage to the next level. 

  

Following the success of Chipping Norton Ron purchased Able Dredging at Mooney Creek with a mind to supplying 

fine sand to Central Asphalt Depot (a division of the Department of Main Roads (DMR) and for those youngsters in 

the company you will know this as the RTA). Although the contract did not eventuate, Able Dredging was still very 

successful, supplying sand to such companies as Gosford City Council. 

  

Dana took the reigns in 1985 which was a welcomed break for Margaret who had, up until this time, worked tirelessly 

along side Ron handling the administration side of the business from Chipping Norton.  

 

Dana recalls ñIt was always going to be a big challenge stepping up to help run the family business.  Not only did I 

need to take over everything that mum had done but also make my place in a very male oriented world.  Dad never 

favoured me which is probably a good thing.  I would work as long and as hard as other employees and I would learn 

every position of employment within the company  Dad believed that it was the only way for me to understand the 

challenge that I would face in future years. He was right!ò 

 

  

A major shift for the company unfolded in 1987 with the arrival of one Ernest Anthony Dupere as Manager of the sand 

removal venture at Port Botany.  Ernest was soon after to become husband to Dana and son in law to Margaret and 

Ron. 

  

With Ernest on board the progression of the company took on new heights. Ron had long before (in 1975) sold the 

trucks to the individual drivers and in 1988 the Benedict Haulage name was sold and became what is now known as 

Aymsheen trading as Benedict Haulage and remains so today. At this time the name Benedict Sand and Gravel 

makes its first appearance in the quarrying industry. 

 

At that point, Ron hadnôt really contemplated on expanding the company but Dana and Ernest, being young and 

energetic, could see opportunities and decided to take up the challenge. 

  

Ronôs first inclination that Ernest had the potential to take Benedict to new heights was by Ern and Dana talking him 

into the acquisition of Menangle Sand and Soil in 1991 followed by the Warringah Gravel and Stone Quarry in 1992.  

Every following year saw the company grow in strength. 

  

Benedict is now not only one of the major contenders in the supply and delivery of product but also an industry 

leader in the recycling industry, Ronald óBenedictô Smith can look back at a long and successful career that continues 

to this day.  

 

BENEDICT INDUSTRIES Pty Ltd - BENEDICT SAND AND GRAVEL - BENEDICT RECYCLING Pty Ltd - 

MITTAGONG SANDS Pty Ltd - COWRA QUARTZ - APPIN SANDS - GLASS GRANULATES Pty Ltd 

Cowra Quarry 

Benedict Haulage 
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Kerensa & Margaret 

Dana, Lyn & Nicole 

Allan is that you? 

1969 Forbes Workshop 

Bogged OOPS! 

Appin Quarry 


